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Barcelona, 23 November 2016 
 

Subject │ Minutes of the “Cancer somatic profiling” workshop and 

management committee and working groups joint meeting of COST 

Action BM1206 Cooperation Studies on Inherited Susceptibility to 

Colorectal Cancer 

 
Hotel Ariston 
Kardinala Stepinca 31, Dubrovnik 
CROATIA 
 
 
20 October 2016 from 13:00 till 18:00 
 

1. Cancer somatic profiling workshop (20/10/2016) 
 

This workshop took place in Dubrovnik preceding the MC+WG joint meeting and it was co-organized with 
the University of Belgrade, Bellvitge Biomedical Research Institute-IDIBELL and the Zagreb University 
Hospital Center Sestre milosrdnice. It was attended by 33 participants and it included 5 talks by experts 
regarding cancer somatic profiling efforts performed to identify new driver genes and characterize the 
tumor genome in neoplasms such as colorectal cancer and primary central nervous system lymphoma, 
as well as strategies to perform circulating tumor cell-based liquid biopsy. The topic of this workshop is 
not covered in any of the WG in Action BM1206 but it has become relevant lately. Germline analysis 
benefits from taking into account also the tumor genome. Aleksandra Nikolic (WG2 participant, MC 
member), Victor Moreno (MC substitute), Iva Kirac (local organizer, MC member) and Sergi Castellvi-Bel 
(Action Chair) acted as workshop organizers. The program is specified below: 
 

CANCER SOMATIC PROFILING 
COST Action BM1206 activity, www.eucolongene.eu 
Organizers: Aleksandra Nikolic, Victor Moreno, Iva Kirac and Sergi Castellvi-Bel 
Location: Hotel Ariston, Dubrovnik, Croatia 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hotel+Ariston/@42.659589,18.05911,202m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m

4!1s0x0:0xf772547b567f0dd5!8m2!3d42.6594297!4d18.0588005?hl=en 
 
Date: Thursday 20th October 2016 
Program 
13:00-13:40h. Rebeca Sanz-Pamplona/Victor Moreno . Tumor infiltrating lymphocytes profiling in 
colorectal cancer; http://www.idibell.cat/modul/colorectal-cancer/en 
13:40-14:20h. Nikolas Stoecklein . Circulating tumor cell-based liquid biopsy - challenges and clinical 
relevance; https://www.utwente.nl/tnw/ctctrap/people/dusseldorf/stoecklein/ 



 

 2 

14:20-15:00h. Jelena Kostic . Somatic genomic landscape of primary central nervous system lymphoma; 
http://imgge.bg.ac.rs/index.php/en/jelena-kosti%C4%87 
15:00h. Coffee break 
15:30-16:10h. Rodrigo Dienstmann . Molecular subtyping of colorectal cancer: from biology to therapy; 
http://www.vhio.net/research-team/en_rodrigo-dienstmann.php 
16:10-16:50h. Jordi Camps . Causes and consequences of copy number alterations in colorectal cancer; 
http://www.idibaps.org/research/410/gastrointestinal-and-pancreatic-oncology 
16:50-17:30h. General discussion  
 

       

 
 
 
As mentioned, Iva Kirac acted as local organizer and welcomed the participants to the meeting. One of 
the workshop organizers (Aleksandra Nikolic) explained the focus of the workshop. Somatic profiling 
studies focus on the study of the tumor genome. Most times, groups working on germline predisposition 
to CRC and somatic profiling do not collaborate. However, it has become evident recently that both 
approaches can work together for mutual benefit. As an example, several germline CRC predisposition 
genes reported lately have been linked to specific somatic profiles in the tumor, exemplifying that both 
genomes interrelate and that information in one of them helps to characterize the other one. 
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21 October 2016 from 9:00 till 17:00 
 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP 3 JOINT MEET ING 
 

2. Welcome to participants 
 

The Chair of the Action (Sergi Castellví-Bel) welcomed all the participants. They were reminded to sign 
the attendance list of the meeting. 
 

3. Adoption of agenda 
 

The agenda of the meeting was explained by the Chair of the Action and approved without changes or 
additions by the members of the Management Committee (MC) of COST Action BM1206 that attended. 
At least 1 MC member, substitute or WG leader/vice-leader was present from the following participating 
countries and 8 countries were not represented by any delegate: 
 

Austria  Andrea Gsur  

Finland  Not represented  

Germany Kari Hemminki  / Asta Forsti  

Italy Not represented  

Netherlands  Tom van Wezel  

Portugal  Manuel Teixeira  

Spain  

Sergi Castellví -Bel / Clara Ruiz -Ponte  / 
Victor Moreno / Ceres Fernández-

Rozadilla 

Czech Republic Pavel Vodicka  

The Former 
Yugoslav 

Republic of 
Macedonia  

Aleksandar Dimovski 

United Kingdom  Claire Palles  

Israel  Not represented  

Turkey Ozge Cumaogullari  

Malta  Romina Briffa  

Romania  Not represented  

Sweden  Not represented  

Cyprus  Not represented  

Greece Not represented  

Ireland  Not represented  

Norway Wench e Sjur sen  

Serbia Aleksandra Nikolic  

Croatia Iva Kirac  / Tamara Cacev  

United States of 
America Not represented but not MC included 
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Then, 13/21 countries (61.9%) were represented corresponding to a bit less than 2/3 of the total. On the 
other hand, these two activities in Dubrovnik were well attended (33 participants in the workshop, 33 
participants in the MC and WG joint meeting). The attendance to this meeting was a bit less than usual 
due to the fact that the budget available was lower. In our GP4, 2 main meetings and a training school 
(Sevilla, Spain, 4-8/07/2016) were programmed so part of the total budget was already spent for the 
training school and the rest is being saved for our final meeting in Porto. The meeting was brilliantly 
organized by Iva Kirac and the hotel, meeting room and the city were fantastic. 
 

4. Approval of minutes of last meeting (Prague) 
 

The minutes of the last meeting (Prague) were explained by the Chair of the Action and approved without 
changes or additions by the attending members of the MC of COST Action BM1206. 
 

5. Status of COST Action BM1206 
 
The Chair of the Action proceeded to update about the number of participating countries (22 countries, 
09/2016, 160 active participants, 53.75% women). He also reviewed the budget plan for GP1 (99,350€, 
spent 92,980.12€ 93.58%), GP2 (145,000€, spent 107,428.98€, 74.08%), GP3 (134,000€, spent 
111,985.06€, 83.57%) and current GP4 (117,748.5€, likely to spend all). He highlighted the 
underspending and informed the participants that it is important to keep in mind that there is budget 
available for STSM and open-access publications to be used. 
 
 He also reminded about STSMs, its duration and how to apply, encouraged participants to continue 
applying through https://e-services.cost.eu/stsm. Three STSM have already been performed this GP and 
he reminded about the remaining allocated budget for this last year (1,800€). Iva Kirac, Pavel Vodicka 
and Aleksandra Nikolic showed interest for people in their groups. Later on, after email discussion with 
the STSM committee, Nikolic’s group was prioritized since it will be their first time applying for an STSM. 
 
 Besides, he pointed out the importance of dissemination of this Action’s activities and results and the 
means to perform this task (brochure, website, publications). He reminded attendants to use the website 
to search for Action BM1206 information. He also reminded them to acknowledge COST Action BM1206 
in publications and the available budget for open-access publications. He also proceeded to remind the 
participants about correct Travel Reimbursement procedures. 
 

EU H2020 applications were also discussed. The Chair of the Action encouraged participants to apply 
in the open calls since it is well considered when being under the umbrella of a COST Action. At least 2 
proposals in the topic SC1-PM-02-2017 New concepts in patient stratification were sent at first-stage with 
COST Action BM1206 participants. Results about prioritization to second-stage will be known in 
December 2016. 

 
Additionally, he commented on the second training school in our Action related to WG2 (Functional 

Genomics). This training school took place in Seville in July 2016 and it was brilliantly organized by José 
Luis Gómez-Skarmeta (MC substitute and WG2 Chair) and Jaime Carvajal (MC substitute and WG2 
participant) at the Aquatic Vertebrate Platform of the Andalusian Centre for Developmental Biology 
(CABD, https://www.upo.es/CABD/AquaticVertebratesPlatform). It included talks but mainly laboratory 
work performed by the 24 participants. Feedback from participants was very positive. 
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Porto will be the final meeting of this Action. This last meeting will be hosted by Manuel Teixeira (MC 
member) and his group as local organizers. After the one-day MC&WG joint meeting (08/02/2017), there 
will be a co-located 2-day international workshop (09-10/02/2017) with some speakers from our Action 
and open to the international scientific community. More info and registration is already available at 
http://www.eucolongene.eu/translatingcrcresearch/. Registration prices will be 150€ academic full rate, 
100€ reduced rate for early stage career scientists and 60€ reduced rate for master students 
 

Finally, the possible continuation of our Action beyond the 4-year limit was further discussed. As 
previously informed, a new application in a relatively different topic for a brand new COST Action (2017-
2021) needs to take place. Among the suggested topics the following were discussed: 
 

• Tackling the next generation sequencing interpretation challenge in hereditary cancer”. It could 
include CRC and other neoplasms where NGS is applied either to find variants in known 
hereditary genes or to find new ones. There is a previous contact with Mallorca CRC group from 
InSiGHT and they seem to be interested. They were unsuccessful in a previous call. 

• “Risk profiling in cancer predisposition (PROFILE4LIFE). It could include CRC and other common 
cancers such as breast, lung, leukemias, endometrial, etc. Factors to be evaluated will include 
low-penetrance variants, microbiome and environment. Focus on sporadic forms but 
familial/hereditary can also be included to see risk modulate/modify. Some EuCOLONGENE 
members working on several neoplasms should be included and act as key participants 
(Houlston, Tomlinson, Lindblom, Teixeira, Peterlongo, any other), and other consortia can be 
approached to reach for additional partners. Besides genetics, microbiome participants should be 
included. It is a very timely topic. 

• “Somatic profiling in cancer”. Again, it could include other neoplasms besides CRC. Profiling 
should be linked to treatment and prognosis. There are previous efforts such as the ICGC, 
TCGA, etc. 

 
6. WG3 – Next generation sequencing – (completed/al most finished projects, future 

collaborative projects) 
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09:50-10:10  Romina BRIFFA. Work on colorectal cancer (University of Malta, Imsida, Malta, 
https://mt.linkedin.com/in/romina-briffa-phd-b5b11115) 
10:10-10:30  Daniel RUEDA. Colorectal cancer germline studies 
(Hospital Universitario 12 de Octubre, Madrid, Spain, https://es.linkedin.com/in/daniel-rueda-
fern%C3%A1ndez-a28b7633) 
11:00-12:00  Mazda JENAB. EPIC consortium studies on colorectal cancer (International Agency for 
Research on Cancer – IARC, Lyon, France, http://epic.iarc.fr/centers/iarc.php) 
 

7. Presentations from completed/almost finished pro jects 
 
12:00-12:20  Ceres FERNÁNDEZ-ROZADILLA. Intermediate phenotypes on colorectal cancer risk 
(Medicina Xenómica, Santiago de Compostela, Spain, http://www.xenomica.eu/) 
12:20-12:30  Sanja DOBRIJEVIC. Update on current colorectal cancer studies (University Hospital Center 
Sestre milosrdnice, Zagrev, Croatia, http://www.kbcsm.hr/) 
13:30-13:50  Stephanie SCHUBERT. Chromosome 1q loci and predisposition to familial colorectal cancer 
and polyposis (Leiden University Medical Centre – LUMC, Leiden, Netherlands, 
https://www.lumc.nl/org/pathologie/medewerkers/100112023424432) 
13:50-14:10  Wenche SJURSEN. Two-thirds of colorectal cancer patients with tumour screening analyses 
indicative of Lynch syndrome had somatic mismatch repair mutations and not Lynch syndrome: a 
prospective study (Norwegian University of Science and Technology, St. Olavs Hospital, Trondheim, 
Norway, http://www.ntnu.edu/employees/wenche.sjursen) 
14:10-14:30  Judith GROLLEMAN. Update of NTHL1 screening (Radboud Institute for Molecular Life 
Sciences RIMLS, Netherlands, http://www.rimls.nl/people/k/kuiper/?p=8608) 
 

8. Presentations from completed/almost finished pro jects 
 
14:30-14:50  Nikolas STOECKLEIN. Collaboration proposal – (Heinrich-Heine University Düsseldorf, 
Germany, https://www.utwente.nl/tnw/ctctrap/people/dusseldorf/stoecklein/) 
14:50-15:10  Peter BRODERICK. CanVar: A resource for sharing cancer germline variation and its utility 
in evaluating rare sequence variations (The Institute of Cancer Research, UK, http://www.icr.ac.uk/our-
research/researchers-and-teams/professor-richard-houlston) 
15:40-16:10  Richarda DE VOER / Claire PALLES / Stephanie SCHUBERT. Joined polyposis whole-
exome sequencing analysis (Radboud Institute for Molecular Life Sciences RIMLS, Netherlands, 
http://www.rimls.nl/people/k/kuiper/?p=8608; Wellcome Trust Centre for Human Genetics, UK, 
http://www.well.ox.ac.uk/tomlinson; Leiden University Medical Centre – LUMC, Leiden, Netherlands, 
https://www.lumc.nl/org/pathologie/medewerkers/100112023424432) 
 

9. 16:10-17:00 Open discussion 
 
The different previously listed talks made proposals for collaboration to other participants regarding 
additional genetic variants identified in independent CRC cohorts as initially proposed in Prague. The 
London proposal (Richard Houlston’s group, ICR London) and the previously mentioned >10 adenomas 
phenotype effort lead jointly by the Nijmegen, Oxford and Leiden groups. For the London proposal, Peter 
Broderick updated about their public online germline CRC resource CanVar (ExAC database-like) that will 
be publicly available very soon. On the other hand, the polyposis NGS combination project presented 
their first results. Finally, Nikolas Stoecklein, one of the Somatic profiling in cancer workshop invited 
speakers, also made a collaboration proposal regarding circulating tumor cells (CTC) in metastatic CRC. 
 
As discussed previously, the intentions of collaboration for mutual benefit between our consortium and 
other colorectal cancer consortia have fructified. They include GECCO (Genetics and Epidemiology of 
Colorectal Cancer Consortium, http://research.fhcrc.org/peters/en/genetics-and-epidemiology-of-
colorectal-cancer-consortium.html) and EPIC (European Prospective Investigation into Cancer and 
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Nutrition consortium, http://epic.iarc.fr/). Besides, the leaders from both consortia will participate as invited 
speakers at the Translating Colorectal Cancer Research international final workshop. 
 
Additionally, the new COST Action proposal was further discussed and voted. None of the three topics 
was prioritized clearly and the option to include all them in a single proposal was on the other hand 
mainly supported. The first deadline on 07/12/2016 was initially considered but was recently disregarded 
and postponed for next collection time (June 2017). 
 
 

10. Closing (17 h) 

 

 

 


